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Happy New Year, Loch Raven Village!
Letter from the President
Dear Neighbors,
As the weather turns from cool to cold
and the New Year begins, I can’t help but
to pause and reflect upon all that’s taken
place this past year – some good, some
bad; some expected, some not so expected.
All we can do is the best we can and hope
that things turn out right.
An ad hoc committee of the Associates
of Loch Raven Village (ALRV) has been
hard at work opposing the proposal of
the Baltimore County Public School
System to revitalize the former Loch
Raven Elementary School. Words can’t
express enough, the thanks that we as a
community owe to the members of that
committee. Wade Barnes, Antoinette
O’Donnell, Kate Walkinshaw, Thea
Mussman, Karen Williams, Bryan
Fischer, Jason Garber, and Pamela
Wetherbee-Metcalf have spent countless
hours no doubt to the detriment of their
personal and professional lives in trying
to stop this proposal from coming to
fruition.

congregate outdoors and let our pets out
in the late evening and early morning
hours. Particularly during the winter
months, let’s make the extra effort to help
one another.
Unless otherwise published in The
Village Crier and/or on the Associates’
official website, lochravenvillage.com,
the Board of Directors of the ALRV meets
on the second Tuesday of each month at
7 p.m. in Room #102 of the Loch Raven
Center, which is located at 1801 Glen
Keith Boulevard. We continue to need
more support and involvement from
residents if the ALRV is to remain viable,
so please consider coming out and getting
involved.
To all of my neighbors and friends, here’s
hoping that you enjoyed a very relaxing
and rejuvenating holiday season. I look
forward to seeing you in the New Year.
Respectfully yours,
Gary S. Herwig, President
Associates of Loch Raven Village, Inc.

LRV Community Meeting January 14, 7 p.m.

Please plan to attend the LRV community
meeting for information and updates
about the Baltimore County Public
School decision to reopen Loch Raven
Elementary. The meeting will take place
at Babcock Church, in Fellowship Hall.
Regarding another matter, please A brief board meeting at 6:30 p.m. will
remember that we all are members of a precede the community meeting. All are
greater community and that our actions welcome to attend.
can have a tremendous impact upon
March/April Crier Submissions
other members of that community. Let’s
Deadline: February 14, 2014
be cognizant of our neighbors when we
Much headway has been made both in
terms of media coverage and political
awareness and involvement, but it
remains an uphill battle that likely will
conclude later rather than sooner.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President –
Gary Herwig garysherwig@hotmail.com
Vice-President –
Wade Barnes alrvmembership@gmail.com
Treasurer –
Leslea Knauff
410-823-0648
Secretary –
Antoinette O’Donnell
Odonnell1601@hotmail.com
BOARD MEMBERS
Jerry Heilman
Bruce Knauff
Nick Linehan
kiscape@aol.com
Sue O’Neill
Gretchen Sarkin
Kate Walkinshaw
snairwell@hotmail.com

410-823-3247
410-823-0648
443-895-1407
410-823-8765
410-828-8952

COMMITTEES- It takes a Village!
Architectural Review & Covenants –
Leslea Knauff
410-823-0648
Block Captains –
Bruce Knauff
410-823-0648
Block Party Grants – Open
Citizens on Patrol – John Kelly
LRVillageCOP@aol.com
Community Events –
Antoinette O’Donnell
Odonnell1601@hotmail.com
Gardens –
Gretchen Sarkin
410-828-8952
Marketing – Open
Membership – Wade Barnes
alrvmembership@gmail.com
Planning/Zoning Development –
Nick Linehan
443-895-1407
kiscape@aol.com
Real Estate – Leslea Knauff 410-823-0648
The Village Crier –
Editor – Kristin Mears
lrvcriereditor@gmail.com
Layout – Minuteman Press
Advertising – lrvcrierads@gmail.com

School News Reporters –
Thea Mussman, Dawn Korzi, & Tracy Barr
Kids’ Crier Reporter – Open
Website – Kate Walkinshaw
snairwell@hotmail.com
Welcome – Sue O’Neill
410-823-8765
CONTACTS
Baltimore County Code Enforcement –
410-887-3375
District 5 County Councilman –
David Marks
410-887-3384
Fax 410-887-5791
council5@baltimorecountymd.gov
Pet Locator –
Darrell Krushensky
410-823-6330
Police – 911 or 410-887-2222
Sixth Precinct Significant Event
Information –
http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/
Agencies/police/pc06/index.html
Solid Waste Management 410-887-2000
Towson Times LRV Columnist –
Sue Van Essen
410-665-2899
Towson University (off-campus resident
complaints) –
Ryan Kane
410-704-2057
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Message from County Councilman
David Marks

plan, the Board of Education passed the
proposal in early November.

As your County Councilman, I have
worked hard to advance improvements
throughout the Loch Raven Boulevard
corridor, including full-service status for
the Loch Raven library. As 2013 drew to
a close, I found myself trying to get Loch
Raven Village included in important
discussions about the future of Loch
Raven Elementary School.

Funding for the proposal now moves
along two parallel tracks, one at the state
level and another through Baltimore
County. I will continue to update the
Associates of Loch Raven Village on the
status of this funding. I have already
inquired about a traffic study for any
reactivated school and what will happen
to those functions currently housed at the
existing building.

I love this building. I nominated it for
historic status while an Officer in the
Baltimore County Historical Trust, and I
worked with the Associates of Loch Raven
Village to pack the public hearings that
led to historic protection. So when there
was talk in September about reactivating
Loch Raven Elementary School, I thought
it deserved some consideration.

If you have any questions about this or any
other issue, please feel free to contact my
office at (410) 887-3384 or me personally
at dmarks@baltimorecountymd.gov.
County Councilman David Marks
dmarks@baltimorecountymd.gov

Historic Courthouse
I reached out to your President, Gary 400 Washington Avenue
Herwig, and asked Superintendent Towson, MD 21204
Dance to include Loch Raven Village (410) 887-3384
in stakeholder discussions. In late
September, I included Loch Raven Village
on a list of community associations that
needed to be consulted, but unfortunately,
that did not really occur.
The initial proposal, which would have
split the Pleasant Plains Elementary
School district, was shelved in favor of
the plan to move the Halstead Academy
population to a reactivated Loch Raven
Elementary School. Despite community
concerns, and a request by me and several
state legislators to delay a decision on the

Save the Date for the Annual Meeting
Mark your calendar for Tuesday, April
8, and plan to attend the ALRV Annual
meeting at 7 p.m. at Babcock Church in
Fellowship Hall.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK!
Loch Raven Village has a Facebook page! Find us, “Like” us,
and tell your neighbors to do the same! You can find the page
directly by going to www.facebook.com/LochRavenVillage.
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ALRV Membership Drive Kicks Off
As we welcome the New Year, we are
excited to kick off our 2014 Membership
Drive. If it seems like it’s starting earlier
this year, that’s because we’re working
to align the membership drive with the
calendar year. Remember, your dues
cover the entire year, and we appreciate
your support.
How are your dues used?
The Associates of Loch Raven Village
Board (ALRV) has responsibility for a
number of common tasks and concerns
that make living in LRV clean, safe, and
fun! These include:
• Supporting special projects in local
schools.
• Working to maintain and increase
our property values.
• Working with Baltimore County to
reduce crime.
• Informing you of local developments
via our bi-monthly newsletter and
website.
• Listening to your concerns and
taking appropriate action.
• Ensuring that outdoor building
work does not detract from the
beauty of the neighborhood.
• Organizing trash clean up.
• Holding events at Easter and
Christmas.

Leslea S. Knauff, Realtor®
Accredited Staging Professional®
Your Resident Loch Raven Village Expert!

My Services Are Guaranteed in Writing!
Coldwell Banker markets your home
on over 575 local, national, & global websites!
My free staging analysis sets your home apart
—to attract more buyers searching on-line!
E!
OR
F
BE

D!
GE
A
ST

410-627-2441 (cell)
410-252-2111 (office)
22 W. Padonia Road– Suite A100
Timonium MD 21093

Not intended to solicit currently listed property.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

2014 ALRV Dues
Name:
Address:

What is the cost?
Annual dues are $40 per household;
$30 for seniors.

Phone Number:

How can you pay?
• Personal Check
Please send your $40 check ($30 for
seniors) payable to “The ALRV” to:
P.O. Box 9721, Baltimore, MD 21284
Please include your name, address,
telephone number, and email address
with payment.
• Online using PayPal. Visit
lochravenvillage.com/dues.html

Please make your check payable to
“The ALRV” and mail to:
P.O. Box 9721
Baltimore, MD 21284

E-mail Address:

Thank you for supporting
Loch Raven Village!
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Halloween Decorating
Contest Winners
This Halloween, traveling around the
neighborhood was a treat! Thanks to
all who showed their fall festive spirit
by decorating their outdoor spaces. The
following homes were chosen as our
winners and received Panera gift cards.
Congratulations!

8102 Loch Raven Blvd
Towson MD 21286
Also known as the

Heroes Table Restaurant
Each week Purple Heart veterans or
vets who are referred by the VA
Hospital are invited to dine in groups
of six to eight—including spouses—
at no cost!

8114 Kirkwall Court - Spiderville!
8125 Clydebank - “Help!”
1605 Feldbrook - “Happy” Halloween!
8150 Pleasant Plains - Blue-Moon-Lit
Graveyard
8123 Edgewood - Fall Harvest
1804 Glen Ridge - Spooktacular Lights
8536 Drumwood - Fenced Inn

On Thursday, December 12, 2013 the
Crackpot hosted another Vet’s luncheon. The
8 Vets who attended were brought from the VA
Hospital on Loch Raven Blvd.
\

Email crackpotcrabs@comcast.net for
details and reservation!

Village Students Score Big Wins for
Loch Raven High

©The Crackpot Restaurant

Congratulations to the Loch Raven High
School Varsity Girls Soccer team! The
Lady Raiders are Division 2A Regional
Champions, beating Eastern Tech 2-0,
and Division 2A State Semi-finalists,
beating Marriot’s Ridge from Howard
County 2-1.
The team has many accomplishments of
which to be proud this year.

•
•

•

The team finished #11 in the Varsity
Sports Network poll and #13 in the
Baltimore Sun poll.
The team beat rivals Towson,
Dulaney, Hereford, and Eastern
Tech (twice), as well as Mercy High
along the way to a record of 16 wins
and 3 losses.
This is the 14th Regional
Championship for the Lady Raiders.

Representing Loch Raven Village on the
team were:

•
•
•
•

Senior Julia Davis
Junior Theresa Antkowiak-Tassone
Junior Lindsay Farrell
Junior Rachel Wise

All four players began playing soccer
locally and rose through the ranks of the
Their season ended November 15 at Greater Loch Raven Recreation Council
UMBC with a 3-0 loss to Carroll County’s soccer program.
Century High School.
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Citizens On Patrol

• Gangs
Loch Raven Village Citizens On Patrol • Mobile Crisis/Hostage Negotiation
(COP) keeps a watchful eye on our • Support Operations
community. COP is dependent upon • Courts/State’s Attorney’s Office
participation by residents like you. Could • Communications (911 Center)
you spare an hour a month, or even an • Citizen Leadership
hour every other month to volunteer?
Contact LRVillageCOP@AOL.COM to To apply for the Academy, you must be
an adult resident of Baltimore County, a
sign up.
police department or county government
Baltimore County Police Offer Citizens’ employee, or a business leader. Exceptions
may be approved by the program
Police Academy in March 2014
Do you want to learn some of the coordinator. Applicants will be subject to
techniques used to address crime in our a background check.
community? Are you curious about the
many facets of the criminal justice system A nomination form must be completed
and how police interact with the court and submitted online at http://www.
system? The Citizens’ Police Academy is baltimorecountymd.gov/agencies/police/
an opportunity for community, business community/citizensacademy.html
and religious leaders to become informed
and educated about the many aspects of For more information on the program
please contact the Youth and Community
police work.
Resources Section at 410-887-5901.
The fifteen-week program is held annually
and consists of sixteen classes. This year’s
class begins March 4. Evening classes are
offered from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. A Saturday
class is offered from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The topics covered include:
• Patrol Operations & Procedures
• Crime Analysis
• Media Relations
• Homeland Security
• Residential Security
• Internal Affairs
• Probable Cause/Arrest Procedures
• Use of Force/Shooting Policy
• Criminal Investigations
• Firearms Interdiction/Violent
Crimes
• Narcotics Investigations
• CSI/Forensics
• Hazardous Devices
• Financial & Cyber Crimes
• Internet Safety/Sex Offender
Registry
• Traffic Laws & Enforcement

No Gimmicks. Find out more at www.TimHodgin.com click
on “Sellers”, then “Guaranteed Offer.” or call 1-800-417-7690
id# 1072 for recorded information that explains this offer.

Keller Williams Realty Baltimore
Baltimore County: 443-745-2734
Baltimore City: 410-342-4444
TimHodgin@kw.com (email)
www.TimHodgin.com

Using new & innovative approaches to home
marketing, including state of the art technology,
abundant online presence & years of experience,
Tim Hodgin sells more homes in Loch Raven
Village than any other Realtor. Read what his
satisfied home Sellers have said about his home
selling system. Call or email for your free analysis

“We used Tim Hodgin’s
guarantee program to sell
our home & he sold it. The
level of attention and service was so high, we felt
like we were his only client.”
- The Damareck Family
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“Tim sold our home on
Pleasant Plains Rd. in June
2013 for 100% of our asking price, $225,000, in only
10 days. He found several
buyers” - The Kohajda Family

Share your news with the Village Crier – welcome a new neighbor, wish someone a happy
birthday, announce the birth of a child! Over the Fence is your opportunity to tell others
what is going on in your part of the Village. E-mail lrvcriereditor@gmail.com.

A “get well quick” to Bernie Stangle
on Clyde Bank Road on his recent
operation. WE need him off the heavy
lifting restriction so he can continue
helping the neighborhood.

Anna and Nick Martin of 1605
Cottage Lane welcomed their second
daughter Gina on October 16. Proud
big sister Maria celebrated her 5th
birthday December 10.

Aaron and Anna Arpasi of Pleasant
Plains Road, welcomed their daughter
Paisley Grace on October 17!

LRV sends well wishes to Bill, the
owner of S&L Auto, located at Pleasant
Plains Road and Taylor Avenue, who is
being treated for tonsil cancer.

Dan Fox and Sarah Paquette
of Cottage Lane were married
September 28! Sarah teaches high
school Spanish at Loch Raven High.

Events Calendar
January - March
ALRV Board Meetings
January 14
6:30 p.m., brief board meeting
7 p.m., community meeting
Babcock Church, Fellowship Hall
February 11
March 11
7 p.m., Loch Raven Center
Contact: Gary Herwig at
garysherwig@hotmail.com

Friends of Loch Raven Library
January 14
3 – 4 p.m.
Speaker Series, Financial Planning
January 15
7 p.m., General meeting
February 11
2 – 3 p.m.
Speaker Series, Traveling in France
All meetings held in the lower level
meeting room
Look for your next issue of The Village
Crier to be delivered Saturday, March 8.
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School Overcrowding Issue Update
On November 5, 2013, the Board of Education
for Baltimore County approved the FY15
Capital Planning budget which includes the
reactivation of Loch Raven Elementary (LRE).
Our elected officials requested a delay of the
vote; however it was carried out on schedule.
The approved plan does not reflect community
input that was gathered and contains what
appears to be falsely quantified data.
ALRV Board members, a Knettishall board member and Village residents have
formed a committee and are working to change the course of this decision. Committee
members have written to, met with and spoken to state and local officials as well
as members of the media. The next phase of the process involves several steps. The
plan goes both to the State Interagency Committee (IAC) and also through Baltimore
County channels. The committee is:
• Preparing a statement to file an appeal regarding the November 5 Board of
Education decision,
• Researching the IAC process, and
• Looking at where, when, and how we can have input during these next steps.
Current information can be found on the Loch Raven Village Residents Facebook
page. In the meantime, residents are invited to use the contact list below to reach
out to elected officials and representatives of government agencies involved in the
matter.
STATE CONTACTS
Board of Public Works www.bpw.maryland.gov, email.bpw@maryland.gov
Goldstein Treasury Building, Room 117, 80 Calvert St., Annapolis, MD 21401
– 1991
(410) 260-7335; fax: (410) 974-5240
Sheila C. McDonald, Esq., Executive Secretary (410) 260-7335 email:sheila.
mcdonald@maryland.gov
Governor Martin O’Malley, 410-974-3901 or “contact us” link www.governor.
maryland.gov/mail/
Treasurer: Nancy Koff, 1-800-974-0468 or “contact us” link www.treasurer.state.
md.us/
Comptroller: Peter Franchot, http://www.comp.state.md.us/ mdcomptroller@comp.
state.md.us
Interagency Committee on Public School Construction http://www.pscp.state.md.us/
Nancy S. Grasmick State Education Building, 200 West Baltimore St., Baltimore,
MD 21201
(410) 767-0610; fax: (410) 333-6522; tty: (410) 333-2666
Joan T. Schaefer, Deputy Director (410) 767-0096, jschaefer@msde.state.md.us
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State Department of Education
Maryland State Dept. of Education, 200 West Baltimore Street, Baltimore, MD
21201
Lillian M. Lowery, Ed.D., Maryland State Superintendent of Schools, (410) 7670462; fax: (410) 333-2226, llowery@msde.state.md.us
Department of Planning
301 W Preston St., Baltimore, MD 21201-2365
Richard Eberhart Hall, Secretary, 410-767-4510, rhall@mdp.state.md.us
BALTIMORE COUNTY CONTACTS
County Executive: Kevin Kamenetz, kevin@baltimorecountymd.gov
County Council District 5 representative: David Marks, council5@baltimorecounty
md.gov
County Council District 6 representative: Cathy Bevins, council6@baltimorecounty
md.gov
Planning Board http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/planning/boards/
pbmembers.html
Staff contact: Chris Murray, cjmurray@baltimorecountymd.gov
Planning Board members: Jeffrey E. Gordon, Nancy Hafford, Rainier C. Harvey,
Sr., Jonathan M Herbst, C. Scott Holupka, Scott Jenkins, Eric Lamb, Wayne
C. McGinnis, Paul G. Miller, Vice Chairman, Howard Perlow, N. Scott Phillips,
Chairman John Polek, Mark I. Schlossberg, Randy Thompson, Gerard J. Wit.
BALTIMORE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Superintendent Dr. Dallas Dance, ddance@bcps.org
Asstistant Superintendent Elementary Schools zone 2: Nicole Priestly,
npriestly@bcps.org
Department of Communication and Community Outreach Chief Communications
Officer: Mychael Dickerson, mdickerson2@bcps.org
Central Area Education Advisory Council: Laura Mullen, tlmullen4@verizon.net

Loch Raven Library Speakers Series

Tuesday, February 11, 2 – 3 p.m.

The Friends of Loch Raven Library
sponsors a free monthly Speakers
Series in the lower level meeting
room at Loch Raven Library. Mark
your calendars for these upcoming
programs.

Denny Lynch, world traveler and
speaker, will take us on a tour of
France--just in time for Valentine’s
Day!

Tuesday, January 14, 3 – 4 p.m.
Fred Hershenfeld, CPA and financial
planner, discusses strategies for living
the good life affordably!

The Friends of Loch Raven Library
will host a general meeting at 7 p.m.
on Wednesday, January 15, in the
lower level meeting room. All are
invited to attend.
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Getting to Know You
This feature shines the spotlight on
Village residents who make a difference
in our community. Do you know someone
worthy of being featured?
E-mail lrvcriereditor@gmail.com.

full time and felt called back to this
neighborhood. From that point on, I did
everything I could to get to know the area
and build relationships in the community.
From coaching rec soccer to joining the
LRTA PTSA to volunteering in the school
library or helping in a Spanish classroom,
I immersed myself in the community! I
absolutely love this neighborhood and am
blessed to call it home.

This issue of The Crier shines the spotlight
on Sara Straw, a Cottage Lane resident
who runs the Campus Life program for If you didn’t live in Loch Raven Village,
middle school students. The group meets where do you think you would live?
at Babcock Church.
Being newlywed, this is the ongoing
debate between my husband and me! His
How long have you lived in Loch Raven dream is to live on a little more land and
Village?
have a garage, while it is important to me
I have worked in the community for about to live close to LRV, so we are looking at
5 years, but just moved to Cottage Lane single family homes in the surrounding
about two years ago.
neighborhoods. No matter where we end
up, I know I will always be involved and
What do you do for a living?
invested in the LRV community!
I work for a non-profit youth ministry
called Youth for Christ. I am currently
the middle school Campus Life director
for the Loch Raven area. In addition to
our weekly Campus Life club meetings,
we invest in young people one on one,
in small groups, on trips and retreats,
and through other shared experiences.
We also plan on opening an after school
More than your typical Quick Printer.
drop-in youth center for middle school
students starting in January 2014! This
241&7%655'48+%'5
will be a safe place where young people
 +ASOHAPPANO
 JJQ=H/ALKNPO  "JRAHKLAO
can hang out, do homework, and build
 +KPAL=@O
 #KH@ANO
 =JJANO
 $N=LDE?!AOECJ  -KOPANO
 EJ@ANO
relationships with adult mentors two
 -KOP?=N@O
 &JREP=PEKJO
 NK?DQNAO
days a week.
Is there anything about you for which you
are known among friends and neighbors?
Even before I officially moved into the
neighborhood, I was known for my passion
for young people and the Loch Raven
Village community. I grew up in the area
and attended Loch Raven Academy when
I was in middle school. After a few years
of teaching Spanish with BCPS, I decided
to pursue a career in youth ministry
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SERVICE ADS:
PLUMBING SERVICE & REPAIR,
AND DRAIN CLEANING.
Master
Plumber. No job is too small! Quality
work. Call John at 410-296-4450.
TJ’S LAWN AND LANDSCAPE-Prompt, courteous and local service.
Lawns cut with or without bagging.
Shrubs and hedges trimmed properly.
Shrubs and hedges removed. Garden
care including clean-out, weeding and
mulching.
Yard and leaf clean-up.
Complete outdoor services including light
hauling. Call Terry, 443-275-2853.
CULLEN ROOFING & SIDING CO.
New roofs & repairs, aluminum gutters
& spouts, gutter guards & cleaning, trim
work & siding. Longtime LRV resident.
Call for a free estimate. 410-337-6777
or 410-665-1414. Family owned and
operated. M.H.I.C. #6460

TO PLACE AN AD:
Submit your ad via e-mail (pdf) to
lrvcrierads@gmail.com.
Send a printed copy with payment to:
The Village Crier
P.O. Box 9721
Baltimore, MD 21284.
No ads will be taken by phone.

Family Owned & Operated
T)-/4(9 F/3"2).+
H%!4(%2 N. H!9%3 D!6)3/.
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410-668-2300
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RATES ARE AS FOLLOWS:
Classified ads:
$5.00 per 25 words, 50 word max.
Professional Service ads:
$25.00 per ad, 50 word max.
Display ads: $55.00 per ad.
NOTE: The Crier has limited availability!
All Ads must be paid
in advance of publication.
Make checks payable to:
Associates of Loch Raven Village, Inc.
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Alley Repairs
Within the Baltimore County Department of Public Works is the Bureau of Highways,
which “repairs, maintains, reconstructs and improves more than 2,600 miles of the
County road system, including travel lanes, roadside shoulders, ditches, appurtenance
paving, curbs and gutter, sidewalks, alleys and guard rails.”
In response to petitions by resident homeowners, the Bureau has surveyed three
alleys for reconstruction. Those alleys are located:

•
•
•

Behind the 8100 blocks of Loch Raven Boulevard and Kirkwall Court,
Behind 1613 – 1623 Feldbrook Road, and
Behind the 1600 blocks of Glen Keith Boulevard and Cottage Lane, including the
adjacent alley behind 8201 – 8215 Pleasant Plains Road

While a construction date has not been provided, it is believed that the work will take
place in 2014.

CANINE MYSTERY BEAUTY
Loch Raven Village is full of four-legged
friends, and you probably see many of them
regularly. But do you know them? In this
segment, we will feature a picture of a Village
canine mystery beauty for you to identify. If
you know the name of the featured pet, be
sure to enter for a chance to win a prize.
Last issue’s featured beauty was Ripley,
a chocolate lab owned by Matt and Sallie
Bennett. Congratulations to Dylan Carson,
of Loch Shiel Road who submitted the only
correct guess! Dylan won a $10 Panera gift
card.
Do you know the mystery beauty pictured here? Submit your guess by January
24 to lrvcriereditor@gmail.com to be eligible to win a random prize.

